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Rumen pH in young rumen is very Digestibility of NDF is very low in
low, with or without hay in the diet young calves
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S Starter contained 25% alfalfa meal and 8% wheat bran.
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Peformance of calves fed varying
amounts of grain and hay
Diet
Variable 1 2 3 4 5

Grain DMI, ka/d 040 076 1.04 1.34  1.37

Hay DMI. kg/d 063 034 026 023 0.06
GITcontents. kg 138 128 12.8 1.9 113
ADG, kg/d 032 042 047 0.60 0.59
EBG. ka/d 014 024 031 043 043
% of ADG due to

gut & fill 734 555 487 379 386

Calves were fed 3 0 kg/'d milk from 0 to 5 wk.
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Postweaning performance of calves fed
starter without or with chopped hay

Diet

Trial and variable & G H1 H2
Trial 1

ADG, kg/d 0.91 0.74 1:22 1.02

Gain:Feed 0.52 042 0.66 0.58
Trial 2

ADG, kg/d 0.78 0.72 0.85 0.82

Gain:Feed 0.50 0.50 0.51 0.57

C = course starter, G = ground starter, H1 = C + 7.5% chopped hay.
H2 = C + 15% chopped hay.
Bromegrass hay sieved to 8 to 19 mm length
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Different forages offered ad libitum can Forage to concentrate ratio selected
impact average daily gain by calves given free choice of both
Forage F.C
t2 + Mo forage
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